Course Information Sheet         
          
	Course title: Decoding Stonehenge

	Course reference: C22
	Tutor(s):   Dr. Lionel Sims

	Venue: Workers Educational Association
	Fee:   £75

	Start date: Current
	End date: 
	Day(s)/time(s): 10.15-12.15

	Number of sessions:  10
	Hours per session: 2 (20 hours total)
	Level: 3

	Title of qualification to be gained (if any):    n/a

	Awarding body (if any):    n/a

	Essential materials All students are expected to read the Sleeping Beauty/Briar Rose fairy tale in The Brothers Grimm tales and advised to read one other recommended text.

	

	Course aims:
To provide an introduction to the archaeology, anthropology and archaeoastronomy of the Stonehenge and Avebury prehistoric monuments.

	

	Course description: (as appears on the WEA website)
The hidden meaning of Stonehenge is revealed in how the cattle herders who built it had to come to terms with the hunters that they had displaced.

	

	Any prior knowledge or entry requirements? None

	

	Course content: what topics will the course cover?
The detailed archaeology of Stonehenge reveals that only a few possible interpretations are viable. When we include its associated monuments of wood, stone and earth and its place in the landscape and connection with the sky, only one or two interpretations are possible. We can test these few theories with a series of experiments that require acquaintance with prehistoric ‘astronomy’, the family and kinship of hunters and cattle herders, the origins of warring and the universal stories told through fairy tale and myths. This course will be a scientific journey through prehistory, and introduces you to the earliest types of ‘astronomy’, the methods of archaeology and anthropology, and the secrets locked into myth and fairy tale.

	

	Teaching, learning and assessment methods: tick those to be used (

	Demonstration
	√
	Discussion
	√
	Group work
	√
	Individual work
	√

	Project work
	√
	Research
	√
	Role play
	√
	Written work
	√

	Question and answer
	√
	Activity outside class time
	√
	Observation
	√
	Practical work
	√

	Presentation
	√
	Field trip
	
	Other (state)



	

	How will I receive feedback on my learning progress and achievement?
You will be encouraged to ask questions and make relevant suggestions throughout the lectures.
There will be weekly self assessment tests, with comment and feedback from the tutor.
We will also use group exercises, role plays and feedback sessons that explore the issues raised.

For those who elect to do so, a negotiated professional report can be submitted for assessment reflecting upon or applying through research/field work some of the issues discussed in the course.

	

	Learning outcomes: these are the intended outcomes and may be revised in discussion with the class. Students are encouraged to think about and identify their own individual outcomes.

By the end of the course, students should be able to:

	· Describe the architecture of the Stonehenge and Avebury monument complexes.

· Describe the anthropology of the Stonehenge and Avebury monument complexes.

· Describe the archaeoastronomy of the Stonehenge and Avebury monument complexes.

· Give an example and interpretation of any of the Brothers Grimm fairy tales.
· Evaluate interpretive claims for prehistoric monuments by scientific method.

	

	Reading and information sources:
Mike Parker Pearson  Stonehenge                               Simon and Schuster/2012

Bruce Lincoln
Death, War and Sacrifice    
Chicago UP/1991

Barbara Walker
The Woman’s Encyclopedia 
Harper/1983




of Myths and Secrets

Chris Knight 

Blood Relations 

           Yale/1991

John North

Stonehenge: Neolithic Man 
Harper Collins/1996


                                 and the Cosmos
http://www.worldoftales.com/fairy_tales/Grimm_fairy_tales_Taylor_Edwardez.html - source for fairy tales and myths.

	

	Suggestions for progression to further study or for using the skills and knowledge gained:
Any other anthropology, archaeology, archaeoastronomy or Indo-European poetics course through the WEA or other providers or to undertake independent research into areas covered by this course.  Learners may wish to visit the sites studied in this course.

	

	Please indicate recent past or anticipated number of enrolments on this course:

45
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